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Tuesday, July 10

The Ohio State University Airport
7:30 a.m. Registration and breakfast
8 a.m.  Welcome
8:15 a.m. Airport program
8:40 a.m. Participant introductions
9:15 a.m. MedFlight program
9:45 a.m. Bus departs for Glen-Gery Brick Yard

Glen-Gery Brick Yard
10:45 a.m. Arrival
10:55 a.m. Welcome 
11 a.m.  Program and tours
11:45 a.m. Bus departs for 
  Bowstring Bar and Grill  

Lunch - Bowstring Bar and Grill
12 p.m. Arrival
12:10 p.m. Welcome and lunch
12:30 p.m. Program - Ohio State Marion
1 p.m.  Bus departs for Buurma Farms

Buurma Farms/
Muck Crops Research Station
1:45 p.m. Arrival, presentation and tour 
3:15 p.m. Bus departs for hotel

Hampton Inn and Suites
5 p.m.  Check-in
6:15 p.m. Bus departs for 
  Rock & Roll Hall of Fame

Rock & Roll Hall of Fame
6:30 p.m. Arrival, hors d’oeuvres, drinks
7:30 p.m. Program 
8 p.m.  Networking with alumni and   
  students, exhibits and entertainment
9:15 p.m. Bus departs for hotel

9:30  Reflection with students

Wednesday, July 11

6-7:40 a.m. Breakfast at hotel
7:40 a.m. Bus departs for 
  Greater Cleveland Food Bank

Greater Cleveland Food Bank
8 a.m.  Welcome
8:20 a.m. Service activity
10 a.m. Bus departs for 
  Gorman-Rupp Pumps

Gorman-Rupp Pumps
11:30 a.m. Arrival
11:40 a.m. Welcome, program and lunch
12:15 p.m. Tours
1:30 p.m. Bus departs for Flying Horse Farms

Flying Horse Farms
2:20 p.m. Arrival
2:30 p.m. Welcome and program
3:45 p.m. Depart for OSU Airport

4:30 p.m. Arrive at OSU Airport
All times are approximate.

Tour Agenda
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Certificate of Approval 7711-1), an Airport Safety 
Management Systems pilot site, and a member of 
the Partnership to Enhance General Aviation Safety, 
Accessibility and Sustainability (PEGASAS).

Airport Enhances Regional Economic Vitality
The airport is home to, or used by, Fortune 500 
companies and many local large and small businesses. 
The airport generates $157 million in direct and indirect 
benefits to central Ohio (Airport Economic Impact Report 
2012).

MedFlight
MedFlight is a non-profit, CAMTS-accredited critical-care 
transport company with nine Helicopter bases and three 
Mobile ICU bases throughout Ohio. In 1995, Ohio State 
University Medical Center’s own air medical transport 
program, SKYMED, joined forces with Grant Medical 
Center’s program, LifeFlight, and MedFlight was created.  
MedFlight is owned and preferred by both The Ohio State 
University Wexner Medical Center and OhioHealth to this 
day. This presentation will cover interhospital and scene 
air medical operations, the experience and expertise of 
a critical-care flight team, and a visit from a MedFlight 
helicopter following the presentation.  

The Ohio State University Airport has been partnering 
with the community to expand opportunities for citizens 
of Ohio since 1942 with service to Columbus area 
industry, a learning lab for future professionals, and a 
core facility for university research. The airport is an FAA 
National Priority Airport, the 4th busiest airport in Ohio, 
and in the top 5% most active nationwide.

Airport Serves as an Academic Resource
The Ohio State University Airport is essential to the 
core university mission of educating students. Equipped 
with an aircraft fleet, flight simulators, air traffic control, 
weather station, and communications and navigation 
systems, the airport is a teaching laboratory serving
multiple departments throughout the university. Each 
semester upwards of 300 students are learning airport 
management or airport planning, enrolled in a flight 
lab or associated ground course, or participating in a 
professional development course at the airport. It is also 
a study area for students in aeronautical engineering, 
civil engineering, city and regional planning, industrial 
design, geography, and chemistry who utilize the facility 
to enhance their programs of study.

Airport Engages the Central Ohio Community
The airport is one of Ohio State’s engaged campuses, 
opening doors to the “American Dream” for over 2,500 
Ohio school-aged children each year, including many 
from central Ohio’s at-risk populations.

Airport Supports Interdisciplinary Discovery Initiatives
One of only three airports owned by a tier-1 university 
research institution and a “Core Facility” supporting 
interdisciplinary research, the airport is a generator of 
teaching positions and research grants. The airport is 
home to the Aerospace Research Center, an Unmanned 
Aircraft Systems (UAS) certified operations site (FAA

Ohio State University Airport

Contacts 
Doug Hammon - hammon.3@osu.edu - OSU Airport

Cindy Overly - overly.23@osu.edu - OSU Airport
Amanda Ball - aball@medflight.com - MedFlight

Websites
osuairport.org
medflight.com
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Glen-Gery Brick Yard

Contact 
Ken Hagberg

ken.hagberg@glengery.com

Website
glengery.com 

The bricks cladding Ohio State’s Ohio Union, the new 
student housing at Lane and High, and Ohio State 
Marion’s new Science and Engineering Building all have 
their origins in 360-million-year-old shale dug from a pit in 
eastern Marion County. That pit provides the raw material 
for bricks made in two Marion County facilities owned 
by the Glen-Gery Corporation based in Wyomissing, 
Pennsylvania. The two Marion County plants are among 
a family of 10 Glen-Gery brick manufacturing locations 
and 10 retail locations scattered throughout the eastern 
United States.  

The Iberia plant was built in 1989 on the lip of the quarry 
that has been providing shale for brickmaking since 
the 1950s. The Iberia plant is highly automated with 
a capacity of 60 million bricks per year. Eighty-seven 
percent of Iberia’s bricks are derived from an extrusion 
process where clay formed from crushed shale is forced 
through an extruder, then sized in an automated wire-
cutting process. The remaining 13 percent of the plant’s 
output is a molded product where clay is formed into 
molds to make bricks with particular shapes and angles.  
The brick on the Ohio Union and new Columbus student 
housing is molded brick, whereas the brick facing Ohio 
State Marion’s new Science and Engineering Building 
is an extruded brick. Glen-Gery donated approximately 
$20,000 worth of brick to the Marion Science and 
Engineering Building.

Sixty-five percent of Marion County’s bricks are used in 
residential construction, according to plant manager Ken 
Hagberg. The remaining 35 percent go into commercial 
projects like the Ohio State buildings. Business volume 
is largely dependent on the health of the construction 
industry.

Glen-Gery’s Iberia plant employs 50 people including 
office personnel, equipment operators, and stackers.  
Glen-Gery’s Caledonia plant was built in the 1950s and 
is less automated than its sister plant in Iberia. However, 
the Caledonia operation specializes in “thin brick” and 
antique appearing bricks. The Caledonia plant also 
employs approximately 50.

Hagberg says Glen-Gery owns enough shale near its 
Iberia plant to keep both Marion County operations in 
business for the next 300 years. The shale was laid down 
as mud in the Appalachian Basin of a shallow sea that 
covered much of Ohio during the middle to late Devonian 
Period (385-358 million years ago). Silt filtered into the 
sea from the uplift of the early Appalachian Mountains 
creating the mud that eventually became shale.  

When crushed and mixed with water, the shale makes a 
thick clay that is then either molded or forced through 
an extruder, cut to shape, dried, and finally fired in the 
tunnel kilns in each plant. The firing process reaches 
temperatures of nearly 2,000 degrees Fahrenheit. At that 
temperature, the minerals in the clay undergo chemical 
changes (vitrification) resulting in the hard ceramic that is 
a finished brick. Finished bricks are stacked manually to 
insure the proper mix of colors when they are delivered 
to a building site.
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Buurma Farms

Contact
Aaron Buurma 

aaron@buurmafarms.com

Website
buurmafarms.com

Buurma Farms was founded in 1896 by a Dutch 
immigrant named Frank Buurma. Today Buurma Farms 
is owned and operated by the 4th and 5th generation 
Buurmas, making it one of the oldest and largest produce 
farms in Ohio. 

The first farm, located in Willard, Ohio, consisted of only 
four acres of land and celery was their only crop. The 
farm has grown to more than 2,700 acres of cropland in 
two states with over 13 different vegetables grown and 
over 60 products marketed. 

Most of the acreage sees multiple cropping each year. 
A 1,000 acre muck portion of that land lies in Gregory, 
Michigan. In Ohio, 500 of the 1,500 acres of land is muck. 

Muck is a black, nutrient-rich soil that is made of 25 to 
45 percent organic matter. The other 1,000 acres in 
Ohio is upland soil, which is a mixture of muck and clay. 
At the peak of each season, the Ohio farm has close to 
400 employees and the Michigan farm hires around 150 
employees.

Buurma Farms packs its fresh produce under the 
“Buurma” and “Holland Brand” labels. The company 
ships around 2,000,000 packages annually. Most of its 
customers are in the major metropolitan areas east of the 
Mississippi River. 

Even after 100+ years in operation, Buurma Farms, Inc. 
still strives to sell only the finest in fresh vegetables.
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Rock & Roll Hall of Fame
Since the Rock & Roll Hall of Fame rose up on the shores 
of Lake Erie, this architectural marvel has welcomed 
millions of fans and countless musicians, celebrities and 
dignitaries. 

More than 25 years ago, leaders in the music industry 
joined together to establish the Rock & Roll Hall of Fame 
Foundation in New York City to celebrate the music and 
musicians that changed the world. With that, one of the 
Foundation’s many functions is to recognize the contribu-
tions of those who have had a significant impact on the 
evolution, development and perpetuation of rock and roll 
by inducting them into the Hall of Fame.  

The Rock & Roll Hall of Fame opened its doors in 1995 
on the shores of Lake Erie in downtown Cleveland, Ohio. 
Its mission is to educate visitors, fans and scholars from 
around the world about the history and continuing signifi-
cance of rock and roll music. 

It carries out this mission through its operation of a world-
class museum that collects, preserves, exhibits and inter-
prets this art form, and through its library and archives as 
well as its educational programs.

Since the museum’s opening, the Rock & Roll Hall of 
Fame has welcomed more than 12 million visitors from 
around the world and more than 300,000 students have 
participated in Rock Hall learning programs.

Contact 
Michael Detling

mdetling@rockhall.org

Website
rockhall.com
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The Greater Cleveland Food Bank was established 
in 1979 as the Cleveland Foodbank by a group of 
civic-minded individuals who resolved that a single 
clearinghouse could solicit, collect, and distribute 
emergency food in the most efficient manner. In the Food 
Bank’s first year, 400,000 pounds of food was distributed 
to 100 local hunger relief organizations. 

The Greater Cleveland Food Bank has grown to become 
the largest distributor of emergency food in Northeast 
Ohio, distributing over 55 million pounds of food last 
fiscal year through more than 940 partner agencies and 
programs which include school markets, summer feeding 
programs, and senior markets. The Food Bank’s mission 
is to ensure that everyone in our communities has the 
nutritious food they need every day. We do this through 
both food distribution and SNAP outreach efforts in our 
six-county service area. For every dollar donated to the 
Food Bank, we can make possible four meals.

One of our largest fundraising efforts is the annual 
Harvest for Hunger campaign. It provides critical 
resources to local hunger relief organizations in 21 
counties in Northeast and North Central Ohio and is 
coordinated by the Greater Cleveland Food Bank. 
In 2018, Harvest for Hunger generated enough food 
and funds to provide 22 million meals to those in our 
community who need it most. 

Interested in making a food or monetary donation, or 
advocate or volunteer at the Food Bank? 

Visit www.GreaterClevelandFoodBank.org for more 
information on how to get involved.

Greater Cleveland Food Bank

Contact 
Alan Fratus 

afratus@clevelandfoodbank.org

Website
greaterclevelandfoodbank.org
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Contact 
Jeff Gorman

jgorman@gormanrupp.com

Website
grpumps.com

Gorman-Rupp Pumps

America was in the midst of the Great Depression in 
1933. Two entrepreneurs, J.C. Gorman and Herb Rupp, 
met in Mansfield, Ohio, shook hands, borrowed $1,500 
and started a pump business in a barn on the outskirts of 
town. The original barn has evolved into state-of-the-art 
manufacturing facilities all over the world. That $1,500 
investment is all of the equity that’s ever been put into the 
company.

Today, Gorman-Rupp’s family of companies offers a 
wide selection of pumps and pumping systems for many 
fluid-handling applications. Ranging in diverse sizes 
from fractional horsepower pumps to the largest of flood 
control pumps, Gorman-Rupp pumps are in continuous 
duty around the globe.

The Gorman-Rupp Pumps Group has operations in 
the Canada, Europe, Africa, and the U.S. Gorman-
Rupp USA and the corporate headquarters is located 
in Mansfield, Ohio, and is a leader in the construction 
pump market, manufacturing engine-driven pumps for 
mining, quarries, and dewatering applications, as well as 
pumps for industrial, military, and OEM applications. Also 
manufactured in Mansfield is a line of municipal clean 
water and sewage-handling pump systems, which help 
municipalities all over the globe provide clean drinking 
water.

The National Pumps Group operates out of Glendale, 
Ariz., with branches in California, Florida, Mississippi, 
Georgia and Texas, and provides vertical and 
submersible turbine pumps for agriculture customers.  
These pumps help farmers provide life-sustaining water 
in drought-stricken areas for the production of wheat, 
corn, soybeans, and produce. They also manufacture a 
line of pumps specifically designed for refinery, petroleum 
fuels, and pipeline applications.

The Patterson Pumps Group manufactures massive 
axial and mixed flow pumps for flood control out of their 
Toccoa, Georgia and Westmeath, Ireland facilities. In 
2012, they were awarded a $70 million project – the 
largest for the corporation – providing pumps designed 
to move nearly 11 million gallons of water per minute. The 
project was undertaken by the Army Corp of Engineers 
to provide a storm risk-reduction barrier system, to 
prevent a 100-year storm-surge in Lake Pontchartrain 
from entering New Orleans canals. In addition, Patterson 
provides a line of high-performance fire suppression 
pumps and packages for commercial, residential, and 
industrial applications. 

The Custom pumps group consists of Gorman-Rupp 
Industries in Bellville, Ohio and AMT Pump in Royersford, 
Penn. For contractors requiring smaller pumps, AMT’s 
line of engine-driven centrifugal and diaphragm pumps 
provides excellent dependability and performance. 
Gorman-Rupp Industries provides pumping solutions for 
OEM applications including heating, ventilating and air 
conditioning equipment, solar heating and laser cooling. 

On behalf of the 1,200 associates of Gorman-Rupp 
worldwide, we welcome The Ohio State University Roads 
Scholars Tour.
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ProMedica Toledo Children’s Hospital and University 
Hospitals Rainbow Babies & Children’s Hospital 
(Cleveland)—as well as Children’s Hospital of Pittsburgh.

BY THE NUMBERS
$0 Cost to campers and families

1 Mind-blowing, adrenaline-pumping, gravity-defying, 
soul-lifting high-ropes course

4 Teepees teen campers sleep in for one night of camp

6 Weeklong camps every summer

8 Weekend camps every spring and fall

12 Cabins stocked with bunks and homemade quilts

15 Medical volunteers living at camp 
every weeklong session

70 Campers attending every weeklong session

850+ Campers and family members served every year

1,800+ Camp and event volunteers give their time to 
change lives every year

Flying Horse Farms

WHO WE ARE
Flying Horse Farms provides magical, transformative 
camp experiences for children with serious illnesses and 
their families—free of charge. Located in Mt. Gilead, Ohio, 
camp first opened its gates in 2010 and hosts about 900 
children and families each year.

We are a registered 501(c)(3) nonprofit organization. 
100 percent of our year-round operating budget of $4.9 
million is underwritten by the generosity of others. We are 
funded by gifts from individuals, corporate partners and 
foundations.

Flying Horse Farms is the first camp in the Midwest to 
become a full member of the SeriousFun Children’s 
Network. Founded in 1988 by actor, philanthropist and 
Ohio native Paul Newman, the Network is a community 
of independently managed and financed camps and 
programs creating opportunities for children with serious 
illnesses and their families. The Network has evolved 
from one camp to a global community serving over one 
million children and families across five continents.

WHO WE SERVE
We serve children ages 8 to 17 and their families, from 
across Ohio and beyond.

The children have medical conditions including cancer, 
heart conditions, rheumatoid arthritis, blood disorders, 
asthma, gastrointestinal disorders, and facial anomalies.

We have partnerships with eight Ohio children’s 
hospitals—Akron Children’s Hospital, Cincinnati Children’s 
Hospital Medical Center, Cleveland Clinic Children’s, 
Dayton Children’s Hospital, Mercy Children’s Hospital 
(Toledo), Nationwide Children’s Hospital (Columbus), 

Contact 
Don Wiggins

don@flyinghorsefarms.org

Website
flyinghorsefarms.org
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Michael V. Drake, M.D.
President
The Ohio State University
president@osu.edu/@OSUPrezDrake
The 15th president of Ohio State, Dr. Drake is 
focused on strengthening Ohio State’s position 

as a national flagship public research university through 
excellence in five strategic areas: teaching and learning; 
access, affordability and excellence; research and creative 
expression; academic health care; and operational excellence 
and resource stewardship. During his tenure, the university has 
seen record highs in applications, graduation rates, academic 
excellence, diversity and donor support. Additionally, it has 
received national recognition for its commitment to teaching 
and learning as well as excellence in patient safety and clinical 
outcomes at the university’s Wexner Medical Center. 

A leader in higher education for nearly four decades, Dr. Drake 
is an elected member of the National Academy of Medicine 
and the American Academy of Arts & Sciences. He is chair of 
the Association of American Universities, chair-elect of the 
Association of Public and Land-grant Universities and vice chair 
of the B1G 10 Conference Council of Presidents/Chancellors. Dr. 
Drake also holds leadership roles for the University Innovation 
Alliance, American Talent Initiative, National Collegiate Athletic 
Association and Rock & Roll Hall of Fame. 

Bruce A. McPheron
Executive Vice President and Provost
Office of Academic Affairs
mcpheron.24@osu.edu/@medflygenes
As executive vice president and provost, Dr. 
McPheron is Ohio State’s chief academic 

officer. In this role, he is responsible for the administration and 
strategic planning, development and review processes for the 
university’s academic mission. Dr. McPheron’s leadership more 
specifically includes oversight of 15 colleges, five campuses 
and more than 7,000 tenure-, clinical-, research-track and 
associated faculty. In addition, he oversees academic programs 
for 66,046 undergraduate, graduate and professional students, 
more than 200 majors and almost 13,000 courses.

A professor of entomology, he has taught undergraduate 
and graduate courses, including courses in international 
agriculture. His research has focused on the use of genetic 
tools to examine population structure in pest insects of global 
quarantine significance and resulted in extensive field-work on 
multiple continents. His extensive national academic leadership 
service currently includes the Big Ten Academic Alliance 
Provosts’ Council and the Association of Public and Land Grant 
Universities (APLU) Council on Academic Affairs’ executive 
committee. In addition, his community engagement includes 
the Experience Columbus, the Columbus Council on World 
Affairs, and the Feeding America Boards of Directors.

Stephen C. Myers 
Associate Vice Provost,
Outreach and Engagement
Professor, Horticulture and Crop Science
myers.603@osu.edu 
As associate vice provost for outreach and 

engagement, Dr. Myers provides leadership in fostering a 
university-wide culture of collaboration and engagement. His 
responsibilities include oversight for a portfolio of university 
engagement programs informed by the university’s College 
Engagement Council. From 2012-15, he had a leadership role 
in building the infrastructure and relationships necessary to 
deploy the Discovery Themes initiative. He was appointed 
as the Carole A. Anderson Faculty Fellow from 2012-13 and 
associate provost from 2013-15. From 2011-12, he was a fellow 
in the American Council on Education.

From 2005-12, Dr. Myers was assistant director of the Ohio 
Agricultural Research and Development Center (OARDC) in 
the College of Food, Agricultural, and Environmental Sciences 
where he led the development of the Ohio BioProducts 
Innovation Center. Dr. Myers was chair of the Department of 
Horticulture and Crop Science from 1999-2005. He received 
BS and MS degrees from Clemson University and a PhD from 
The Ohio State University. Dr. Myers serves on the executive 
committee for the Association for Public and Land-grant 
University’s Council on Engagement and Outreach, and on 
the boards for the Engagement Scholarship Consortium and 
SocialVentures.

Annie Abell
Assistant Professor of Practice
College of Engineering
abell.9@osu.edu
Annie Abell is an assistant professor of 
practice in the Department of Mechanical and 

Aerospace Engineering. Annie received her BS in Mechanical 
Engineering from Valparaiso University and an MFA in Design 
Research & Development from Ohio State with an emphasis 
on Industrial Design. She teaches product design courses 
to senior- and graduate-level engineering students, and an 
interdisciplinary product development course for students who 
come from majors across Ohio State. Annie’s hobbies include 
bicycling and quilting. In the past 18 months she’s completed 
seven baby quilts for friends and family, all made using her 
grandmother’s 1954 Singer sewing machine.

Meet the Roads Scholars
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Ingrid Adams
Associate Professor/ Extension State 
Specialist
College of Medicine/College of Food, 
Agricultural, and Environmental Sciences
richards.3@osu.edu

Dr. Adams is associate professor of Medical Dietetics in the 
School of Health and Rehabilitation Sciences in the College 
of Medicine and Extension State Specialist in Food, Health 
and Human Behavior. She is a Discovery Themes Initiative 
hire in Health and Wellness under the Initiative for Food and 
Agricultural Transformation (InFACT). She develops evidence-
based obesity and chronic disease prevention programs 
suitable for community outreach, information dissemination, 
and public health education; and tailors these programs so 
that they are culturally appropriate to minorities and other 
audiences. She enjoys travelling and hope to attend all four 
tennis Grand Slams.

Gifty Ako-Adounvo
Assistant Vice Provost for Global Strategies 
and International Affairs
Office of International Affairs
ako-adounvo.1@osu.edu
Gifty Ako-Adounvo serves as assistant vice 

provost for global strategies and international affairs. In 
that role she guides and leads Ohio State’s international 
engagement. She oversees  Education Abroad, International 
Students and Scholars Services, Global Gateways, Global 
One Health Initiative, Business Operations, Communications, 
Partnerships, Assessment, and five area studies centers that 
cover Slavic and Eastern Europe, East Asia, Middle East, 
Africa, and Latin America. She has studied, lived and worked 
in Africa, Europe, and North America. Before joining Ohio State 
in 2004, she held positions at McMaster University, University 
of Illinois, and University of Maryland University College. She is 
the mother of two wonderful sons. An avid reader of all literary 
genres, she is especially partial to science fiction.

Carol Anelli
Professor/Interim Chair
College of Food, Agricultural, and 
Environmental Sciences
anelli.7@osu.edu
Dr. Carol M. Anelli is professor and interim 

chair of the Department of Entomology at The Ohio State 
University.  After completing postdoctoral research at the 
USDA-ARS and NIH, she rose through the ranks to professor 
at Washington State University, where she served as inaugural 
chair for the President’s Teaching Academy and delivered 
the 2010 convocation keynote address. Carol teaches 
courses for general education, honors, study abroad, and 
entomology, and her teaching has been recognized nationally.  
Her current research focuses on the history of entomology 
and evolutionary thought. She has appeared in the media 
advocating for evolution education and is passionate about 
science literacy and interdisciplinary education. Carol loves 
living in Columbus, where she is an avid gardener and enjoys 
art and music (she plays the piano) and films, particularly the 
summer series at the Ohio Theatre and showings at the Wex. 

Seleshi Ayalew Asfaw
Executive Director
Ethiopian Tewahedo Social Services
seleshi.asfaw@ethiotss.org
Seleshi Ayalew Asfaw, executive director of 
Ethiopian Tewahedo Social Services, has a 

Doctorate of Medicine from Addis Ababa University in Ethiopia 
and a Masters in Public Health Methodology, Education, 
and Behavioral Sciences from the Public Health School in 
Brussels, Belgium. He practiced medicine and eventually 
served as the executive director of Gondar Regional Health 
Department through the Ministry of Health in Ethiopia before 
seeking asylum in Belgium in 1996 as Ethiopia was in crisis of 
civil war and human right violations. Eventually he immigrated 
to Columbus, Ohio in 1997 where he worked with Jewish 
Family Services and ECDI for five years directing IDA and the 
Microenterprise programs funded by ORR for refugees aimed 
at building assets in immigrant founded small businesses and 
nonprofit organizations. 

William Ballenger
Professor and Director
School of Music
ballenger.46@osu.edu
William L. Ballenger serves as director 
of the School of Music at The Ohio State 

University. Prior to his appointment at Ohio State, he served 
for 13 years as director of the School of Music at Texas Tech 
University, 12 years as department head of Music at Oklahoma 
State University. Professor Ballenger’s previous academic 
appointments include associate director of bands at Oklahoma 
State University, associate director of bands at the University 
of Nebraska-Lincoln, and public school teaching positions in 
Ankeny and Oskaloosa school districts in Iowa. He is an avid 
golfer and loves going to fine restaurants.

Karen Stansberry Beard
Assistant Professor
College of Education and Human Ecology
beard.46@osu.edu
Karen Stansberry Beard is an assistant 
professor of Educational Administration and 

Educational Policy. She researches and teaches: Positive 
Psychology and Educational Administration, Social and Political 
Context of Education, School and Community Relations, and 
Leadership, Inquiry and Ethics. As a mother of three and 
former CCS principal, she pursues “best practices” and policy 
implementation supportive of cross-cultural understanding and 
achievement gap closure as well as individual well-being. Her 
publications have yielded hundreds of citations: http://scholar.
google.com/citations?user=Ci0VaDcAAAAJ&hl=en. Karen has 
received awards for her research (2010) and service (2017) 
and two outstanding teaching awards. When not writing, Karen 
enjoys cooking, singing, beach walking, sunsets, and listening 
to music in the open air.
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Patricia Bebo
Assistant Director/Assistant Dean
College of Food, Agricultural, and 
Environmental Sciences/College of Education 
and Human Ecology
bebo.1@osu.edu

Pat Bebo has been with Ohio State for five years. She is the 
assistant director of the Ohio State University Extension Family 
and Consumer Sciences Program, with more than 170 staff 
and over $12 million in annual funding, in the College of Food, 
Agricultural, and Environmental Sciences and assistant dean 
for Outreach and Engagement in the College of Education and 
Human Ecology. Prior to joining Ohio State, Pat worked for nine 
years for UMass Amherst Extension as a regional extension 
educator, was adjunct faculty in the College of Nursing for 
UMass Boston, She participates in many college and university 
committees to link multidisciplinary team of researchers with 
Extension staff throughout the state. Pat grew up in Northeast 
Ohio, enjoys walking and yoga for exercise and relaxation, and 
Lake Erie beaches in the summer. She prefers dogs over cats 
and large dog breeds are a favorite.

Donna Bobbitt-Zeher
Associate Professor
College of Arts and Sciences/Sociology
bobbitt-zeher.1@osu.edu
Donna Bobbitt-Zeher is an associate professor 
of Sociology.  She joined the faculty in 2008 

after receiving her PhD from The Ohio State University. Her 
research often considers the causes and consequences of 
gendered social change, particularly in the areas of work and 
education. When she takes a break from academic life, she 
likes to read a mystery novel or to take in a concert.

Kristina Boone
Director, Agricultural Technical Institute
College of Food, Agricultural, and 
Environmental Sciences
boone.3@osu.edu
Kristina M. Boone, PhD, came to Ohio State, 

for the second time, on April 1, 2017. In her previous stop, she 
earned two degrees – MS in Agricultural Communication and 
PhD in Extension Education. This time, her stop at Ohio State 
is not to get an education but to make sure dreams of others 
coming for an education become a reality. The College of Food, 
Agricultural, and Environmental Sciences named Kris Boone 
the director of the Agricultural Technical Institute. Dr. Boone 
brings valuable experience to students of ATI. She was the 
Communications and Agricultural Education department head 
in the College of Agriculture at Kansas State University. While 
at Ohio State University she served as a watershed extension 
agent with Ohio State University Extension and co-lead a water 
education program. Dr. Boone earned her undergraduate 
degree from Texas Tech. When Kris is not championing for 
students she likes to cook and whips up some excellent dishes 
from her native land of Texas. She is also an avid walker and 
she is advancing her vision of a walkable/bikeable paths on the 
Wooster campus.

Janet Box-Steffensmeier
Interim Executive Dean and Vice Provost/
Vernal Riffe Professor of Political Science
College of Arts and Sciences
steffensmeier.2@osu.edu
Janet M. Box-Steffensmeier is Vernal Riffe 

Professor of Political Science and professor of Sociology by 
courtesy. (PhD, University of Texas at Austin, 1993.) She was 
recently selected as a member of the American Academy of 
Arts and Sciences, is a university Distinguished Scholar, and 
directs the PRISM Program. She has served as the faculty 
representative to the Ohio State Board of Trustees in 2013-
2014, the Social and Behavioral Sciences Divisional Dean and 
Dean for Graduate Affairs from 2014-2018, and has recently 
assumed the role of Interim Executive Dean and Vice Provost 
for the College of Arts and Sciences. She resides in northwest 
Columbus with her spouse, Mike, and is the proud mother of 
four children (the third in line is a rising Buckeye third-year 
student in CFAES). On a quiet afternoon you can find her 
reading on her porch, petting her adorable dog Moco and 
listening to Coldplay. 

Tarunjit Butalia 
Research Associate Professor 
College of Engineering
butalia.1@osu.edu
Dr. Tarunjit Singh Butalia is research associate 
professor in the Department of Civil, 

Environmental and Geodetic Engineering. He is director of the 
OSU Coal Combustion Products Program. He is co-editor of the 
landmark book Religion in Ohio: Profiles of Faith Communities, 
Ohio University Press, 2004. He is a member of Board of 
Trustees of the Council for a Parliament of the World’s Religions 
as well as the North American Interfaith Network. In 2016, 
he received the Luminosa Award for Unity in recognition of 
his dedication to interreligious peacemaking. He has lived in 
central Ohio for almost three decades.
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Jennifer Fry
Director of Enrollment Services
Ohio State Mansfield
fry.249@osu.edu
O–H! Buckeye spirit has welcomed me at 
every turn since my move from Nebraska to 

Ohio in 2008. Husker by birth and Buckeye in practice. As 
director of Enrollment Services for The Ohio State University 
Mansfield campus I get to infuse Buckeye spirit in all I do. I 
believe in the power of education and the possibilities it has for 
everyone. Upon graduation from the University of Nebraska-
Lincoln, higher education has taken me to the plains of North 
Dakota at North Dakota State University then a return trip to 
the University of Nebraska-Lincoln for my MS in Leadership 
Education to finally Ohio State and my home made here in 
Mansfield. I live down the road from campus on our livestock 
and grain homestead with my husband Andy, our children 
William and Grace, and our goats Wonder Woman, Snowflake, 
and Reba. Come visit sometime for lemonade and Buckeyes. 
I–O! 

Howard Greene
Director, K-12 Education
College of Engineering
greene.8@osu.edu
Howard Greene directs K-12 Education 
Outreach for the College of Engineering at The 

Ohio State University, bringing university research and teaching 
intersections to the K-12 community, especially underserved 
and/or underrepresented students. Specifically, Howard’s 
work seeks to improve awareness of engineering careers and 
academic preparation in K-12. Howard is also very involved in 
Ohio State international service-learning programs that seek to 
leverage engineering and other skill sets to bring sustainable 
innovations that improve the human condition across the globe. 
In his spare time, Howard enjoys sailing and remodeling his 
home.

Jaime Imitola
Director, Progressive Multiple Sclerosis 
Multidisciplinary Clinic and Translational 
Research Program/Assistant Professor 
Wexner Medical Center
jaime.imitola@osumc.edu

I am a multiple sclerosis (MS) neurologist, a neuroimmunologist 
and stem cell scientist. I am passionate about my work 
because I want to alleviate the suffering of our MS patients. 
I combine what I’ve learned from patients with a rigorous 
program of laboratory research. This will help to generate 
new approaches to treat MS. I am using what we’ve learned 
from the human genome and genetics to improve the 
diagnosis and personalized treatment of MS patients. I’m 
interested in providing comprehensive and interdisciplinary 
care to MS patients, especially those who have progressive 
neurodegenerative disease and cognitive decline. 

Gregory A. Caldeira
Distinguished University Professor/ 
Dreher Chair in Political Communications
College of Arts and Sciences/Political Science
caldeira.1@osu.edu
Gregory Caldeira is a political scientist who 

works on American politics, the Supreme Court, and the 
development of Congress. His research on these and other 
subjects has appeared in Citizens, Courts, and Confirmations 
and many scholarly articles. One major focus of current 
research is the development of social networks in the early 
Congress and its implications for today’s Congress. During 
his time at Ohio State, he has served as editor or co-editor of 
the two leading journals in the field and as an officer of our 
major associations. He received Ohio State’s Distinguished 
Scholar Award in 1993 and was named Distinguished University 
Professor in 1999. Caldeira is originally from the Central Valley 
of California and grew up on a farm and remembers a little bit 
about cows, crops, horses, and tractors and thus enjoys driving 
by Ohio State’s dairy every morning and evening. 

Hany Emam
Assistant Professor
College of Dentistry
emam.4@osu.edu
Hany A. Emam, BDS, MS, is an assistant 
professor in the Department of Oral and 

Maxillofacial Surgery and Anesthesiology, College of Dentistry 
at the Ohio State University. He is originally from Egypt and 
graduated from the Faculty of Oral & Dental Medicine, Cairo 
University. After relocating to the United States he completed 
another Oral and Maxillofacial Surgery residency training 
program at the College of Dental Medicine, Medical College 
of Georgia. Main academic areas of interest are: maxillofacial 
reconstruction, facial trauma, dental implants, dentoalveolar 
surgery, orthographic surgery. He is a diplomate of the 
American Board of Oral and Maxillofacial surgery and has 
published multiple articles and book chapters. In addition, he 
has been awarded by the American Association of Oral and 
Maxillofacial Surgeons on his research activities. Dr. Emam lives 
in Powell with his wife, son and daughter. He enjoys watching 
soccer and spending time with the family.

Kevin Fitzsimons
Photographer
kfitzsimons2003@yahoo.com
I am now retired from the best job ever - being 
a photographer at Ohio State for 35 years. 
Every day was different and interesting. From 

presidents, prime ministers and primates, to study groups and 
stink flowers. A place as big as Ohio State offers endless photo 
opportunities. I enjoy environmental portrait photography most, 
but news worthy events such as presidential candidate visits 
are also interesting to cover. Commencements are the most 
joyous events of the year. Everyone is in a great mood and 
fun photos just happen before my eyes. My outside interests 
include hiking, biking, woodworking and travel. My wife Linda 
and I travel to Colorado quite a bit now that our son lives there. 
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Mary Ellen Jenkins
Assistant Executive Dean
College of Arts and Sciences
jenkins.196@osu.edu
Mary Ellen Jenkins is assistant executive dean 
in the College of Arts and Sciences, where 

she oversees undergraduate academic advising for the 
college. A native of northeastern Ohio, she received her BA 
(Political Science) and JD from Ohio State and has worked 
at the university in various capacities since 1979. She lives in 
Hilliard with her husband and two sons (a biology major and 
first baseman at Thomas More College and a high school 
cellist), and her free time is spent attending her sons’ music and 
sporting events. In addition to her family, her passions include 
Ohio State athletics, Disney World, and Bruce Springsteen.

Ben Johnson
Director, Media & Public Relations
University Communications 
johnson.7149@osu.edu
I joined Ohio State in February 2016 after 
spending six years at the Ohio Department 

of Job and Family Services, the last five as director of 
communications. Before that, I was a radio reporter and 
producer in Columbus, Newark and Bucyrus. I grew up in 
Michigan (don’t tell!), South Carolina and Ohio, graduated from 
Indiana University, and live in Clintonville with my wife and 
two sons. When I’m not at work, I enjoy listening to live music, 
camping, and cheering on the Cleveland Indians.

Joel Johnson
Professor/Chair, Department of Electrical and 
Computer Engineering
College of Engineering
johnson.1374@osu.edu
Joel T. Johnson has been a faculty member in 

the Department of Electrical and Computer Engineering since 
joining Ohio State in 1996. He currently serves as chair of the 
department. Dr. Johnson’s research focuses on satellite remote 
sensing of Earth’s natural resources using the microwave 
portion of the electromagnetic spectrum. His research team 
in the ECE Department and the ElectroScience Laboratory 
recently launched CubeRRT, Ohio State’s first satellite, to the 
International Space Station, and is awaiting CubeRRT’s release 
into space from the station later this Summer.

Joshua Joseph
Assistant Professor
Wexner Medical Center
joseph.117@osu.edu
Dr. Joshua J. Joseph is an assistant professor 
of Medicine in the Division of Endocrinology, 

Diabetes and Metabolism at The Ohio State University 
Wexner Medical Center. Previously, he was the Christopher D. 
Saudek M.D. Fellow in Diabetes Research at Johns Hopkins 
Hospital and completed his internal medicine residency at 
Yale University School of Medicine. His NIH funded research 
focuses on examining and modulating classical and novel 
risk factors in the development of type 2 diabetes in diverse 
populations. In the next phases of his research he will 
further evaluate novel findings from epidemiology using 
population level interventions in Ohio communities. He is 
an active member of the Endocrine Society Clinical Affairs 
Core Committee and the American Heart Association 2020 
Guideline Metrics Committee. He enjoys golfing, photography 
and spending time with his family.

Tracy Kitchel
Professor/Chair, Department of Agricultural 
Communication, Education, and Leadership
College of Food, Agricultural, and 
Environmental Sciences
kitchel.2@osu.edu

Tracy Kitchel is professor and chair of the Department of 
Agricultural Communication, Education, and Leadership. His 
research agenda focuses on the condition of agriculture 
teachers as it relates to entry and retention into the profession 
(e.g. mentoring). He has taught courses on leadership, teaching 
methods and research methods. His BS and MS are from Ohio 
State and his PhD is from the University of Missouri (Mizzou). 
In addition to Ohio State, he has been a faculty member at the 
University of Kentucky and Mizzou. He lives in Hilliard with his 
wife Laura and daughters Isabel and Violet.

Bern Kohler
Professor/Ohio Eminent Scholar
College of Arts and Sciences/Chemistry and 
Biochemistry
kohler.40@osu.edu
Bern Kohler is professor and Ohio Eminent 

Scholar in the Department of Chemistry and Biochemistry. 
He and his co-workers use ultrafast lasers to study how DNA 
is damaged by UV radiation. The Kohler Research Group 
also studies nanomaterials for solar energy conversion and 
photocatalysis. Prof. Kohler received a BS in Chemistry from 
Stanford University, a PhD in Physical Chemistry from MIT, and 
completed postdoctoral research at the Swiss Federal Institute 
of Technology in Zurich, Switzerland and at the University 
of California, San Diego. Prof. Kohler has authored over 120 
publications and is the 2017 winner of the Inter-American 
Photochemical Society Award in Photochemistry. He is an avid 
cross-country skier and a big fan of Ohio’s beautiful forests. 
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Bernadette Minton
Professor/Chair, Department of Finance
Fisher College of Business
minton.15@osu.edu
Bernadette Minton is chair of the Department of 
Finance at Fisher College of Business. Prior to 

her appointment as chair, she served as the founding academic 
director of The Risk Institute, overseeing growth in its outreach, 
research and curriculum activities. Professor Minton’s research 
spans a variety of areas within corporate finance, including risk 
management, corporate governance and financial institutions 
and has been published in leading financial economics 
journals and the financial press. She has been recognized for 
her research output and teaching and is a Big Ten Academic 
Alliance Leadership Program Fellow. Professor Minton enjoys 
cooking, running, yoga, traveling and spending time with her 
family.  

Alvaro Montenegro
Assistant Professor
College of Arts and Sciences/Geography
montenegro.8@osu.edu
Alvaro Montenegro is from Brazil, but has lived 
in North America since 1999. Alvaro’s formal 

training is in Physical Oceanography but as postdoctoral 
fellow at the University of Victoria (BC, Canada) he started to 
change his focus to climatology. His current research interests 
encompass various aspects of climate change and climate 
variability, particularly physical and biogeochemical processes 
occurring at the global and continental spatial scales. He 
is also interested in using paleoclimatic data to constrain 
archaeological and biogeographic theories. He dreams of one 
day hosting a science show on NPR!

Randy Moses
Interim Senior Vice President
Office of Research
moses.2@osu.edu
Randolph L. Moses serves as the interim 
senior vice president for research at The Ohio 

State University. In this role, he oversees strategic planning 
and infrastructure support for the university’s $864 million 
annual basic and applied research program. He has worked 
to broaden major research initiatives, including playing a role 
in coordinating Discovery Themes strategies and developing 
interdisciplinary partnerships across the university. He has 
helped expand the university’s corporate and industrial 
research portfolio and strengthened its defense and security 
related research. Dr. Moses joined the Ohio State faculty in 
1985 as a professor of electrical and computer engineering, 
where his research focused on statistical signal processing, 
including parametric time series analysis, radar signal 
processing, sensor array processing and sensor networks. He 
received his BS, MS and PhD in electrical engineering from 
Virginia Polytechnic Institute and State University and is a 
Fellow of the Institute of Electrical and Electronics Engineering. 
On most summer evenings, you’ll find Randy and his wife Liz 
swimming laps at the Worthington Pools.

Nicole Kraft
Assistant Professor
School of Communication
kraft.42@osu.edu
Nicole Kraft spent 25 years as an award-
winning reporter, editor and magazine journalist, 

while working also in public relations for professional sports 
and government communications. She joined the Ohio State 
School of Communication in 2010 as an assistant professor 
of journalism, and her classes include Media Writing and 
Editing, Sports Media, Magazine Writing, and Media Law and 
Ethics. Her focus in teaching and research has been in utilizing 
technology in journalism, as well as the academic use of mobile 
technology among student-athletes. She is co-director of Ohio 
State’s Sports & Society Initiative and part of the Global One 
Health Initiative. Nicole’s favorite hobbies include creating 
courses in Carmen, covering the Columbus Blue Jackets for the 
Associated Press, and kayaking with her husband, Brian. She 
also manages the Bishop Watterson hockey team, of which her 
son, Danny, is captain. 

Lisa Lang
Associate Professor/Chair
College of Dentistry
Lang.513@osu.edu
Dr. Lisa A. Lang is the chair of the Division 
of General Practice and Materials Science 

and interim chair of the Division of Restorative Science and 
Prosthodontics. She received her BS in Dental Hygiene in 
1986 followed by her DDS in 1991 from the University of 
Michigan. She completed an AEGD (Columbia University), and 
a Certificate and MS in Prosthodontics (University of Texas 
Health Science Center at San Antonio Dental School). In 2010, 
she earned an MBA in Health Care Management (Texas Tech 
University). Lisa was born and raised in Ann Arbor, Mich. As an 
avid sports fan she grew up watching baseball and football; 
attending college football (that other school) since first grade.  
In college, she was a student trainer for women’s field hockey 
and volleyball. In addition to sports, she loves to travel and 
has had the opportunity to visit the Bay of Fundy in Nova 
Scotia, Machu Picchu, Pompeii, the Great Pyramids of Giza, 
and excavate a cave in Manot, Isreal to name a few of the 
interesting places she has traveled.
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Tanya Nocera
Assistant Professor
College of Engineering
nocera.15@osu.edu
Tanya Nocera, PhD, earned a BS in Physics 
from Allegheny College and a MS and PhD in 

Biomedical Engineering (BME) from The Ohio State University, 
before joining the Ohio State BME Department as an assistant 
professor of practice in 2014. Her roles include designing 
and teaching undergraduate BME laboratory courses, 
and mentoring multidisciplinary senior capstone teams on 
rehabilitation and medical device design projects. She is also 
the faculty advisor for the Medical Innovation Club, and is 
pursuing scholarship in student technical communication skills 
and preparing BME students for careers in industry. Personally, 
Tanya enjoys practicing yoga, traveling, trying new restaurants 
around Columbus, and snuggling with her cat (named Tesla!). 

Dan Noonan
Associate Professor
University Libraries
noonan.37@osu.edu
Dan Noonan, as an associate professor and 
digital preservation librarian, plays a key 

role in developing a trusted digital preservation ethos and 
infrastructure at The Ohio State University Libraries. His 
position contributes strategy and expertise, and provides 
leadership through close collaboration with faculty, staff, and 
other leaders in the University Libraries. What that all means 
is he working to preserve and provide access to the Libraries’ 
cool electronic and digital stuff including distinctive collections 
and university history. In Dan’s free time he is an active 
reader, cyclist, budding triathlete and likes to do cross-stitch 
needlework.

Joseph Ottobre
Professor
College of Food, Agricultural, and 
Environmental Sciences
ottobre.2@osu.edu
I am a professor in the Department of Animal 

Sciences at Ohio State. I have a BS in Animal Science from 
Penn State, and MS and PhD degrees in Reproductive 
Physiology from West Virginia University. Autumn and Spring 
Semesters I teach Reproductive Physiology and coordinate the 
Introductory Laboratory in Animal Sciences. I am in charge of 
our General Seminar in the Autumn Semester, and I am also 
involved in teaching a graduate level Endocrinology course in 
the Spring Semester. I come from western Pennsylvania. I like 
to pay bongos and other drums. I also enjoy golfing and skiing. 

Andre Palmer
Professor/Chair
College of Engineering/Chemical and 
Biomolecular Engineering
palmer.351@osu.edu
Professor Palmer’s research interests 

encompass the development of novel hemoglobin-based 
oxygen carriers for a variety of applications in transfusion 
medicine and tissue engineering. His lab is also developing 
non-heme based plasma expanders, red blood cell storage 
solutions and monocyte/macrophage targeted drug delivery 
systems. He is the author of more than 100 peer reviewed 
publications. Among others, he received the National Science 
Foundation Career Award, and the Harrison Faculty Award 
for Excellence in Engineering Education from The Ohio State 
University College of Engineering. Prof. Palmer currently serves 
as a member of the Bioengineering, Technology, and Surgical 
Sciences Study Section at the National Institutes of Health. 
In 2015, he was inducted into the College of Fellows of the 
American Institute for Medical and Biological Engineering, 
and appointed chair of the William G. Lowrie Department of 
Chemical Engineering at The Ohio State University. In his spare 
time, Andre volunteers at his local library in the homework help 
center, and enjoys traveling.

Electra Paskett
Director/Professor
College of Medicine/College of Public Health
electra.paskett@osumc.edu
Electra D. Paskett, PhD, is the director of the 
Division of Cancer Prevention and Control 

in the College of Medicine, professor in the Division of 
Epidemiology in the College of Public Health and associate 
director for Population Sciences and Community Outreach in 
the Comprehensive Cancer Center at Ohio State. Dr. Paskett’s 
work is in intervention research directed at cancer prevention, 
early detection and survivorship issues. Her studies use 
interventions to identify/intervene on factors causing disparities 
among underserved populations such as social and ethnic 
minority groups and rural/underserved populations. Dr. Paskett 
likes to read, take photos, and write children’s books about her 
travels.
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Liva Rakotondraibe
Assistant Professor
College of Pharmacy
rakotondraibe.1@osu.edu
Harinantenaina Liva Romuald Rakotondraibe, 
PhD, is an assistant professor in the College of 

Pharmacy, Division of Medicinal Chemistry and Pharmacognosy 
of The Ohio State University. He is working of antimalarial and 
anticancer drug discovery from natural products (liverworts, 
higher plants, lichens and microbial endophytes and epiphytes) 
and teaches graduate courses and the required undergraduate 
lab course. He is a principal investigator and co-investigator of 
two NIH supported scientific projects on drug discovery from 
natural products. He got his PhD in Pharmaceutical Sciences 
(Medicinal Natural product Chemistry) from the School of 
Medicine, Institute of Pharmaceutical Sciences of the Hiroshima 
University, Japan. He originated from Madagascar (not the 
cartoon, though!!), loves soccer and was a member of a team 
that got the Madagascan club Championship. 

Raju Raval
Assistant Professor
College of Medicine
raju.raval@osumc.edu
My practice focuses on radiation oncology 
with a specialization in treating patients with 

genitourinary cancers and primary central nervous system 
lymphoma, a disease that attacks the lymph tissue of the 
brain and spinal cord. In addition, I’m an assistant professor 
of radiation oncology at The Ohio State University College of 
Medicine. I completed my doctorate in molecular oncology 
(graduate research in angiogenesis and tumor hypoxia) at the 
University of Oxford as a Rhodes Scholar, and later received 
my medical degree from the University of Pennsylvania 
School of Medicine. As a researcher, my laboratory focus at 
the OSUCCC – James is translational cancer research using 
combinations of immunotherapy, immune modulation, targeted 
radiosensitization and radiation therapy. My work has been 
published in more than a dozen medical journals such as 
the Journal for ImmunoTherapy of Cancer, British Journal of 
Cancer and American Journal of Clinical Oncology.

Kathy Shahbodaghi
Public Services Director
Columbus Metropolitan Library
kshahbodaghi@columbuslibrary.org
Kathy Shahbodaghi is a public services 
director at Columbus Metropolitan Library. She 

leads CML’s Young Minds strategy focused on kindergarten 
readiness, third grade reading and high school graduation. She 
led the development and implementation of 23 Homework 
Help Centers and of Reading Buddies, an elementary age 
reading program attended by over 25,000 students annually. 
Early literacy is her passion, and she also leads the library’s 
programs and services aimed at kindergarten readiness. Kathy 
is proud of her three children (all readers) and has a two-year-
old granddaughter who loves books too.

Timothy Pawlik
Professor/Chair, Department of Surgery
The Urban Meyer III and Shelley Meyer Chair 
for Cancer Research
Surgeon in Chief, Wexner Medical Center
tim.pawlik@osumc.edu

Dr. Tim Pawlik received his undergraduate degree from 
Georgetown University and his medical degree from Tufts 
University School of Medicine. Dr. Pawlik completed surgical 
training at the University of Michigan Hospital and spent two 
years at the Massachusetts General Hospital as a surgical 
oncology research fellow. He then went on for advanced 
training in surgical oncology at The University of Texas M. D. 
Anderson Cancer Center in Houston. Dr. Pawlik’s main clinical 
interests include alimentary tract surgery, with a special interest 
in hepatic, pancreatic and biliary diseases. Dr. Pawlik also has 
an interest in medical ethics and completed a fellowship in 
medical ethics at the Harvard School of Public Health as well as 
a Masters in Theology from Harvard Divinity School in Boston. 
In addition, he was the recipient of a Clinical and Translational 
Science Award KL2 Research Scholar Award and received 
a PhD from the Johns Hopkins Bloomberg School of Public 
Health in Clinical Investigations. Dr. Pawlik has consistently 
been recognized by Castle Connolly as one of America’s “Top 
Docs.” His hobbies include Koi fish and Boston sports. 

Erik Porfeli
Professor/Chair
College of Education and Human Ecology/
Human Sciences
porfeli.1@osu.edu
Erik J. Porfeli is professor and chair of Human 

Sciences at the Ohio State University. He earned his PhD in 
Human Development and Family Studies at the Pennsylvania 
State University. Dr. Porfeli has published 60 refereed 
publications with colleagues. He has been awarded several 
million dollars in grant funding over his career to support 
thousands of youth to pursue careers in health care. The union 
of his research and practice is devoted to lifespan career 
development with an emphasis on the childhood to young 
adulthood periods. Erik, his wife, and two children enjoy an 
active lifestyle of tennis, hiking, biking, boating, and enjoying 
the lifestyle of Central Ohio.

Kisha Radliff
Associate Professor
College of Education and Human Ecology
radliff.2@osu.edu
I am an associate professor in School 
Psychology and am passionate about mental 

health and social justice, which is reflected in my teaching and 
research. Much of my research is tied to bullying, examining 
social justice training practices, and Black girls in education. 
I am involved in service both at the university and nationally, 
and at my children’s school. I grew up in a military family and 
moved all over (e.g., ND, England, TX, Guam), which influenced 
my passions and my interest in traveling. My partner and I have 
three children (ages 7, 5, and 5) that keep us young!
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Amy Shuman
Professor
College of Arts and Sciences/English
shuman.1@osu.edu
Amy Shuman is a professor of Folklore in the 
Department of English. She is a Guggenheim 

Fellow and the author of four books: Storytelling Rights: the 
uses of oral and written texts among urban adolescents; 
Other People’s Stories: Entitlement Claims and the Critique 
of Empathy; Rejecting Refugees: Political Asylum in the 21st 
Century (with Carol Bohmer); and Political Asylum Deceptions: 
The Culture of Suspicion (with Carol Bohmer). For the past two 
years, she has brought a group of undergraduate students to 
New York City to attend the Human Rights Watch film festival. 
She loves to collect stories about coincidences. 

Angela Taylor
Administrative Manager
University Honors & Scholars Center
taylor.1365@osu.edu
Angela Taylor is the administrative manager 
for the University Honors & Scholars Center. 

In her role she oversees multiple administrative strategic and 
operational areas such as recruitment, admissions, marketing 
and communication. Her most rewarding role at the center is as 
the lead residential director of their London Honors short-term 
education abroad program. After a 10-year career in marketing 
and finance, Angela joined Ohio State in 2004. She graduated 
from Ohio State with a BA in Cultural Anthropology. She is a 
proud parent of a beautiful daughter named Xyla and considers 
herself an Anglophile. Her love for British television is proudly 
displayed on her license plate, DOC WHO.

Pete Tender
Assistant Director of Operations
School of Music
tender.1@osu.edu
Pete Tender works in support of the director 
and associate directors, manages the day-

to-day business of the School of Music, teaches classes in 
music technology and maintains the music computer lab. Pete 
received his BS in Computer and Information Sciences in 
1992 and an MA in music theory in 2005 from The Ohio State 
University. He also received an MBA from The Fisher College 
of Business in 2012. In addition to his work for the school, he 
is a composer, a pop songwriter, and performs at the piano 
regularly throughout the Columbus area.

Shannon Winnubst
Professor/Chair
College of Arts and Sciences/Women’s, 
Gender & Sexuality Studies
winnubst.1@osu.edu
Trained in the history of western philosophy, 

with a focus on 19th-20th century German and French 
philosophy, Dr. Winnubst has focused her scholarly work on the 
thorny questions of ethics amidst historical and social change.  
After arriving at Ohio State 10 years ago, she has particularly 
focused on the ethical problems connected to race and class.  
Her most recent book, Way Too Cool: The Selling Out of Race 
and Ethics, analyzes the shifts in U.S. culture around race and 
class across the last 50 years through the perspective of ethics.  
Dr. Winnubst has won two teaching awards and continues to 
find her true passion in the classroom, both on and beyond 
campus. In her free time, Dr. Winnubst spends as much time as 
possible with her 10-year-old daughter, four cats, partner, and 
an extended family that sprawls from California, Arizona, and 
Texas to the Netherlands.

Jen Wong
Assistant Professor
College of Education and Human Ecology
wong.606@osu.edu
Jen D. Wong, PhD, is an assistant professor 
of Human Sciences (Program: Human 

Development and Family Sciences) and an affiliate faculty 
of Nisonger Center and the Office of Geriatrics and 
Interprofessional Aging Studies at The Ohio State University. 
Her research program centers on the stress process, leisure-
based physical activities, health, and well-being of midlife 
and older adults, with an emphasis on family caregivers of 
individuals with lifelong disabilities (e.g., autism spectrum 
disorders).

Li Zuo
Assistant Professor
College of Medicine
zuo.4@osu.edu
Li (Alex) Zuo is an assistant professor in 
the College of Medicine at The Ohio State 

University. His research objective is to study the biological 
function of respiratory muscle using noninvasive methodology, 
preconditioning therapies, and the stem cell treatments 
for respiratory muscle dysfunction in chronic obstructive 
pulmonary disease. His research also includes bystander-
based radiation therapy. We are particularly interested in the 
redox regulation in cancer stem cells, which may enhance the 
understanding of the stem cell-based therapeutics at molecular 
levels. In his free time, he enjoys playing guitar and table 
tennis. He also enjoys singing, cooking and travel.
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Learn more about how Ohio State is engaging with our communities at engage.osu.edu.

engage@osu.edu      facebook.com/OSUOutreach     @OSUOutreach


